. Colourless crystals were obtained after allowing the solution to stand at room temperature for several days.
Experimental details
All H atoms on C atoms were generated geometrically and re ned as riding atoms with C-H = 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2 times Ueq(C). The hydrogen atoms of water molecules (O-H) were located in a di erence Fourier map and re ned isotropically with U iso (H) = 1.5Ueq(O).
Discussion
Bis(imidazole) ligands, as an important family of exible N-donor ligands, have attracted chemists' great interest because of their exible nature of -CH 2 -spacers [1] . This property allows the backbones to bend and rotate freely when coordinating to metal centers so as to conform to the coordination geometries of metal ions [2] . Up to now, coordination polymers containing 1,1′-(1,4-butanediyl)bis(imidazole) have been widely studted in the construction of coordination polymers [3] . However, BIE, as a representatively exible ligand, is rarely investigated in this eld [4] . As shown in the Figure, each zinc metal center is four-coordinated by two N atoms from two BIE ligands and two O atoms from two 4,4′-biphenyldicarboxylate anions in a slightly distorted tetrahedral geometry. The bond lengths of Zn-O and Zn-N are similar to the reported values [4] . The BIE ligands, acting in trans-conformation coordination modes, connect the zinc cations to form a 1D chain, which is further expanded by the L anions to give a 2D layer.
